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THE BETTER CARE ACT KICKS 22 MILLION PEOPLE OFF OF COVERAGE AND
ENDS MEDICAID AS WE KNOW IT IN ORDER TO GIVE TAX CUTS TO THE
WEALTHIEST AMERICANS
Albany, NY - Health Care for All New York (HCFANY), a statewide coalition of over 170 consumer advocacy
organizations, calls upon the Trump Administration and the Republican majority in Congress to stop their
reckless rush to pass a health bill in light of yet another devastating Congressional Budget Office analysis.
There are almost no differences between the Congressional Budget Office score for this latest bill and earlier
iterations. It is beyond clear that repealing the Affordable Care Act and capping Medicaid spending hurts
Americans.
Republicans are again planning to vote in billions of dollars in tax cuts to the wealthiest households in America.
They are again proposing to pay for those cuts by drastically cutting the Medicaid program and rolling back the
coverage gains achieved through the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The bill forces low-and-moderate income
people to buy plans with $6,000 deductibles to qualify for assistance, plans that many will be unable to use and
which are currently not legal because of their high cost-sharing. The tax credits offered by the Senate bill are
inadequate and according to CBO, would leave most low-income people with no options, even with lower
premiums. Eliminating the cost-sharing reductions also eliminates New York's Essential Plan, which would
leave over 700,000 people in the position CBO describes.
The changes Republicans want for Medicaid will fundamentally change the nature of the program in a way that
forces states to ration the care provided to our most vulnerable people. Those changes are purposefully designed
to hurt states like New York, which have elected to provide robust care to a broad population, by forcing us to
match spending in states that provide weak coverage for very few people. CBO estimates that 15 million fewer
people will get Medicaid coverage by 2026 under the Senate's bill. Medicaid cuts in the bill total $772 billion
over ten years.
Every proposal based on the false premise that the ACA is failing and that Medicaid is a wasteful, unnecessary
program leads to the same result: millions without health care. Small changes here and there cannot fix this bill.
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