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Unnaccompanied Children (UAC)

The crisis and its environmental factors

Epidemiology of arriving UAC

Added dangers of the journey north
Surrender/apprehension at U.S. Boarder
...... then what....???



U.S. Apprehensions of Unaccompanied Minors
from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, 2009-June 15, 2014

12-month total, at current rate
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Why - Statutory Environment, U.S.

2008 (Bush) law:

* due process (including
asylum/deporation hearing) for
victims of sex trafficking &
unaccompanied children < 18 yrs

* Applies to those from countries
not contiguous with U.S.



Why - Statutory Environment, U.S.

* Health & Human Services (HHS) is charged to
provide the least restrictive custodial care
through time of asylum/deportation hearing

- housing
-medical care
-legal representation / child advocacy

* Shelters under HHS contract is default; ideally
UAC can stay with a sponsor (i.e. relative)
until hearing



Why - Statutory Environment, U.S.

* Deportation hearings >= 1-2 yrs later

* Smuggling/ trafficking industry profiting:
long period to deportation as “permiso”,
or free pass to stay



Why — Local Environment,

Gangs

Central America

—Drug smuggling

(Marijuana > Cocaine >> Heroin)

—Violence

mpec

mpec

ed economic opportunities
ed school opportunities



Violence of local environments

Homicides Per 100,000 people
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Sources: http://bit.ly/1xTSDu3 and http://bit.ly/1mK5fS4



More Unaccompanied Girls Encountered at the Border

Apprehension of Unaccompanied Children on the U.S.-Mexico Border

by gender, 2013-2014
Girls

77% increase

13,008

7,339

Boys 33,924

31,420

8% increase

2013 2014

2013 2014
Source: Pew Research Center



Crossing the U.5.-Mexico Border, Without Parents, at Increasingly Younger Ages

Total apprehensions of unaccompanied

Apprehensions of unaccompanied minors
minors at the border

at the border, by age

46,932 29472
35,314
16%
38,759
12 years old B FY 2013 | FY 2014%
o, and younger
12 years old
and younger
117% Increase so far in 2014 Irluruu-
over 2013 totals for minors 12
years of age oryoungar
6,675
3,162
283 7856 -
FY 2013 FY 2014* 5 years of age 1317
and younger years nf age years of age

MNote: Fiscal Year 2013 is Oct. 1, 2012 - Sept. 30, 2013, *Fiscal Year 2014 data is Oct. 1, 2013 - May 31, 2014,
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.5. Customs and Border Protection, Enforcement Integrated Database records
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La Bestia (The Beast)



http://www.google.com/url?url=http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/6/23/texas-migrant-processing.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=_x8PVIG5A-zhsAShyoKgBQ&ved=0CDYQ9QEwEA&usg=AFQjCNGhHE5gRm0iFKycKmzqBsUigkdBrA
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2014/07/23/fix-2008-immigration-reform-law-to-help-unaccompanied-migrant-children&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=_x8PVIG5A-zhsAShyoKgBQ&ved=0CDQQ9QEwDw&usg=AFQjCNFltPK3L_sr8WFuqzIthB-LHtIylQ

Migrating Atop La Bestia (The Beast)




La Bestia’s
Unaccompanied Children




La Bestia’s
Unaccompanied Children




La Bestia’s
Unaccompanied Children




Desert Crossing



http://www.google.com/url?url=http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2024186271_apximmigration.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=S1kPVPWsCtixyATVqILACA&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAzhk&usg=AFQjCNEEOxFdzBPRlmfJQVGM7HDPzcFeqw
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://jacksonville.com/news/national/2014-07-08/story/crisis-unaccompanied-central-american-children-crossing-us-border&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=XVoPVIyyF4OhyASrnoG4BA&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAjjwAQ&usg=AFQjCNFORuNhZHUE_qL7jn_FbfTtKaZmFQ
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/01/map-us-mexico-migrant-deaths-border&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=rVkPVKyaB9SzyASCyYGIBA&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBDigAQ&usg=AFQjCNExUwhkKrhs2B21UUD8FIRctOoXdw




Unaccom ied Children at the Southwest Border

Atter amval inU.S,, child | Chid may be Child e Child remainsin HHS | Child is placed with a
is identfied, undergoes | transferred to short ;-f?:_': oler a: ‘, shefteruntl a relative or other
intal health screening | term mult-agency Transpor ij ”_,..-, sponsor s identfied sponsorinthe U.S
and immigraton center where HHS provided by DHS: ona case-by-case pending outcome of the
processing to iniiate provides medical basss. Immigrabon process.
removal proceedings. check, immunizaions

and shelter

assignment.

1
* Note: This chart only shows interagkncy process to 1 DoD is providing temporary shelter to assist HHS !
address the humanitarian situation. l Including J8 Lacklond, N8 Ventura County and Ft. Sill, I

U.S. Deparomr of Homuland Securizy
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Unaccompanied Immigrant Children Released to Sponsors

When immigration authorities apprehend a child who is not accompanied by a parent or guardian,
the child is transferred to the care and custody of the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). ORR
cares for the children in shelters around the country until they can be released to a sponsor, typically
a parent or relative, who can care for the child while their immigration case is processed. The map

below shows the 20 states that had the most unaccompanied children placed in ORR custody
between Januarv 1. 2014 and July 7. 2014.

H 20 states that had the most unaccompanied children placed in ORR custody between January 1, 2014 and July 7, 2014




Boroughs of

New York




Emerging Public Health Issues,
Unaccompanied Child Migrants, NYC

* Follow-up needs
-communicable disease prevention / tx (immunization,TB)
-trauma/mental health issues/ pregnancy
-health insurance enrollment assistance
-legal assistance / advocacy
* Yet unresolved
-access to medical record information collected upon arrival
-local reporting requirements
- consent issues — record release

Suggests need for federal database accessible by local medical and public
health authorities.
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