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Immunization Status of 

Unaccompanied Children 

• Children are vaccinated within 48 hours of 

arrival with: 

– Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis)

– Meningococcal conjugate vaccine

– Varicella (chicken pox)

– MMR (measles, mumps, rubella)

– PCV13 (pneumococcal conjugate vaccine)

– Influenza  

• Several days later are given IPV (polio), 

hepatitis A and hepatitis B vaccines 



Immunization Records of 

Unaccompanied Children 

• Children should have their immunization record 
with them

• This information should be entered into the 
Citywide Immunization Registry

• We’ve been told that if the child doesn’t have 
their record, then it can be requested/obtained 
from HHS
– Haven’t verified the process 

• If no immunization information is available: give 
1st set of vaccines 
– Options for serology for some diseases
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Access to Free Vaccine

• Vaccines for Children Program 

– Federally mandated program that provides free vaccines 

for eligible children

– Includes children on Medicaid and those who are 

uninsured 

– Children on SCHIP also get free vaccines

• Vaccine distributed to participating providers

– About 1530 sites out of a ~1,800 sites

• Bottom line – these children have access to free 

vaccination services 



Citywide Immunization Registry (CIR)

• Immunization database maintained by DOHMH

• Mandatory reporting of all immunization 
administered to children 0-18 yrs, voluntary for 
adults >19 yrs with consent

─ City Health Code, State Law

• Historical immunizations should be reported
– Will serve as a valuable resource if these children 

move and/or change providers 

• Well known to pediatric immunizers

• Social services organizations caring for these 
children would also be authorized users and 
can obtain access



School Immunization Requirements

• New requirements went into effect this school 

year

• Children need 1 dose of each required vaccine 

for school entry 

• Children have 30 days to come into 

compliance 

• Subsequent doses due according to catch up 

schedule

• Serology acceptable only for hepatitis, MMR, 

varicella and polio



Influenza and Invasive Pneumococcal 

Disease

• From 7/10/14 to 7/24/2014, seven cases of 

severe pneumococcal pneumonia were 

identified in unaccompanied children 

• Increased risk of influenza based on setting

– Influenza infections were identified 

• Influenza and pneumococcal conjugate 

vaccine (PCV13) added to immunizations 
received as a result



Resources

• CDC–ACIP Immunization Schedules: 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-
adolescent.html

• DOHMH Bureau of Immunization website

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/living/immun.shtml

– Walk-in clinic schedule

– School requirements

• Contacts:

– E-mail: nycimmunize@health.nyc.gov

– Phone number: 347-396-2400

– CIR registration: www.nyc.gov/health/cir

• 311 
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