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New York’s Underinsured

Will your health insurance fail you when you need it the most?
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New Yorkers Speak Out on Underinsurance

On May 28, 2008, Bunnie Sarro, a
waitress from upstate New York trap-
eled to our state’s capital to testify on
underinsurance before state officials at
HCEANYs Pegple’s Public Hearing.
She represents just one of millions of
New Yorkers who have been failed by
their health insurance. These are ex-
cerpts from her testinony

Hello. My name is Mrs. Patrick Sarro. Most people call
me Bunnie. On October 26, 2006 my world stopped at
3:40 am, when I held my dying husband in my arms. He
had non-small cell lung cancer, from which he passed
away that night. He was a husband, a father, a son, and a
brother. We had almost 22 years together and 12 children
between us.

When Pat was diagnosed with lung cancer, he was 59
years old and on Medicare. We were hard pressed finan-
cially. He was at the doctor’s three or four times per
week. In some weeks, we were there everyday. The Medi-
care premiums were affordable, but because he was al-
ways at the doctor, our expenses kept adding up. We
sometimes paid hundreds of dollars a month just in co-
payments.

In the end, it came down to meds that he could not have.
His doctor prescribed a targeted cancer therapy. But Pat
had hit the infamous ‘donut hole’ in his Medicare plan.
He was 59 and disabled, so we weren’t eligible for EPIC.
We could not afford $710 per prescription, so he did not
get the drugs that his doctor thought would help him sur-
vive. Instead, we accepted the services of hospice and he
was sent home.

I don’t know if Pat’s meds would have bought him more
time. But I do think we should have been given the
chance to find out. And I do know that 12 children, 23
grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren will never share
their hopes and dreams and problems with him again. He
was Papa to everybody.

We are just one family. How many more like us are out
there? How many more may have suffered because they
could not afford care? I don’t know, but I hope and pray
that my story will help you make good decisions so that
no one has to suffer like we do.

Thank you and god bless you all.

Fighting For Good Health Insurance

Financial hardships

Thirty-five percent of the underinsured report problems
paying medical bills.? Further, in 2001, nearly half of the
1.5 million American families who filed for bankruptcy
cited medical causes. The majority— 75% — had insur-
ance at the onset of their illness.?

Many people do not
realize they are
underinsured until
they get sick and
find that their
insurance won’t
cover enough of
their medical
expenses.

Is There A Solution?

The problem of underinsurance has become a critical one.
Our economy is slowing, and New Yorkers are finding
themselves with less and less disposable income. It is im-
perative that the insurance products people rely on should
work for them when they need them the most. Nobody
should have to go broke or lose their entire life’s savings
because of one illness.

Health Care For All New York believes that the govern-
ment has a unique obligation to guarantee affordable,
comprehensive health care for all its people and that it
must play a central role in reforming health coverage for
all residents of our State. New York State has begun a
health reform initiative and we now have a tremendous
opportunity to make sure that the state follows through
this and that any plans set forth reflect the needs of all
New Yorkers.
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Be part of the solution!
Join the Health Care for All New York Campaign by going to:

www.hcfany.org
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