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The New York Health Act- Healthcare as a human right



New York Health Act-Coverage



LONG TERM  CARE



New York Health Act- Financing

• Existing funds from Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, ACA
• Progressive payroll tax based on ability to pay and tax 

on investment income
○ 80% paid by employer
○ 20% paid by employee
○ First $25,000 of income is not taxed

• Don’t be scared by the word “tax” this payment would 
replace all out-of-pocket healthcare costs (premiums, 
co-pays, deductibles, etc.) 



Reduced 
Prices of Drugs 
& Devices: -6%

Covering 
Everyone & 
Eliminating 
Cost Sharing: 
+5.5%

Covering Everyone 
While Saving Money

Sources: Jodi Liu, et al., An Assessment of the NY Health Act,  RAND Corporation, August 2018
Leonard Rodberg, Summary and Evaluation of the RAND Corporation’s Assessment of the NY Health Act, September 2018.

Net Savings:
–3.6%

Net:
–$11.4 B

$17.1B

$8.8B

Total: 
+$43.9 B

Total Additional Costs: +14.1%Total Savings: –17.7%

Total
–$55.1 B

-$20.4B
-$18.6B

Reduced 
Insurance 
Admin 
Costs: -6.5%

Improved 
Provider Fees 
+2.8%

Total projected status quo 
spending in 2022: $311B

-$16.3B

Reduced 
MD & 
Hospital 
Admin 
Costs: -5.2%

$18B

Long-term 
Care 
+5.8%





Transition

• Fully implemented 2-3 years after passage of NY Health Act
• Apply for federal waivers (can be implemented with or without)
• Establish Board of Advisors
• Establish Regional Advisory Councils
• Establish Commission to handle implementation and 

enrollment
• Set the rates for reimbursement and tax brackets
• Start paying for healthcare services



The Politics
ASSEMBLY
Passed four consecutive years in a row with 2:1 margin

SENATE
Have been at 31 co-sponsors (32 = majority)
2021 Democratic Supermajority 

LEADERSHIP
Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins & Assemblymember Carl Heastie

GOV. CUOMO
Austerity; “supports at federal level,” “dared” legislature to pass NYHA



YOU ONLY GET WHAT 
YOU’RE ORGANIZED 

TO TAKE!



Memos of Support Sample Memo:
www.bit.ly/MOS2021



CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS 

Easy-to-use action tool to call, email, and tweet your legislators:

nyhcampaign.org/action


